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THE PUBLIC LANDING PLACE MADE AT ELDER KIN'S MILL AT THE HEAD OF YANTIC COVE; NEAR THE FALLS

DIVISION OF THE TOWN 1786.
, lnd outside of, the town plot, and
ft und it more convenient to live on
thtse grants.

ern (No. 125), opened between 1750 and
1770, and Jesse Brown's tavern (No.
130), dating from 1790, were during-thi-

s

period centers of life and activity, con-

necting .Norwich iwth the outside
world. . -

ings were held In this building, but by
1793 the courts Were complaining of its
ruinous condition. Five -- ears later the
building was repaired and painted and
moved to the lot where the school-hous- e

now stands, where It remained
until 1891. - V

The court house served as a theater
and here too were1- held the singing
school and the dancing classes. But
after were moved to the
Landing the building was sold (1835)
to be used as a schoOlhouse and con-
tinued to be'used for that purpose un-
til it was torn down in- 1891 to make
room for the present school buildHig.

NORWICH IN THE REVOLUTION.

title of major general. Gen. Jedediah
Huntingtah's house was the one on
East Town street now owned "by Mrs.
W. H. Fitch (No. 81). Here he en-
tertained at diftwent times Washing-
ton, Lafayette, Rochambeau. the Dake
de Lauzun, and others of the French
officers quartered at Lauzun.

The second son. Judge Andrew
Huntington, was a commissiary of
brigade, collecting and distributing
supplies tor th armyr He lived in
the house (No. 74) on East Town sfeetnext to that of his brothers, Jedediah
and Ebenezer.

Col. J,oshua Huntington, the third
son, served at the siege of Boston, and
during the campaign of 1776 in New
York and New Jersey.' Afterwards he
was employed in the commissary de-

partment, in securing shirs for serv-
ice and ,:n ntun rut - t. Mi"

Sturtevant properties, came into the
present Washington street not- far
from the residence of Dr. Cassidy,

In 1750 Lower street, now Water
street was laid out "at the water-side- ,"

connecting the two roads Just
described. By ,this time this- section
of the town began to Bhow some resp-

ectable-buildings, instead of nothing
but -- ship yards, warehouses, andthe
cottages of fishermen and sailors. By
1757 there were eighty-seve- n resident
proprietors of rateable - estate, and
twenty-fiv- e in "the so-

ciety of New Chelsy." -
Here was- - the port, the gate of

commerce for Old Norwich. Here at
the wharves, (coming and going, might
be seen the coasting sloops, Defiance
and Ann; the brig Two Brothers, CaptAsa Waterman; the Nancy, CaptUriah Rogers; the Charming Sally,
Capt. Matthew Perkins; or the. Bet-
sey. .Capt. William Billings.

Here also were located a number of
merchants, some of them importing
their own goods "direct from Lon-
don."- Felt hats, which the colonists
were forbidden to manufacture, nails,
paper, loaf sugar, snuff, spices were
all imported from Europe. The goods
were curiously assorted, one merchant
advertising sheepf-woo- l, codfish. West
India products, and an assortment of
European dry goods. .

But the best Btores were at the orig-
inal settlement and the ladies of Chell-se- a

were accustomed to' go thither to
do their shopping.- ,

OLD NORWICH, 1720-178- .

These Were Year of Most Rapid De-

velopment A List of the Residents
and their Locations.
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lying in the bend of the Yantic, be
longed to the parish of West Karma,
and the bounds between the two so-
cieties were "the river, the brook that
runs out of It. the. Cranberry pond,-.th-

Cranberry pond brook, the great
swamp, the dark swamp and the miry
swamp." Sir-c- 1832 the village of
Fltchvtlle has grown up within lis lim-
its, around the cotton mill erected by
Asa Pitch, Esq., the village occupying
the site of the old Huntington Iron-
works, 'stablished in 1750 by Nehemiah
Hurtingion and Captain Joshua Abel.

In , 1723 the ecclesiastical society of
Newent was organized with seven
members. Up to this time the people
had been accustomed to attend meet-
ing at the church In the town-plo- t,

i,ome of them Journeying a distance of"
eight miles, the older people on horse-b- at

k. and the younger people often go-
ing and returning on foot. The "first
.reeling house was probably built soon
s.'ter the church was organised and
was used until about 1770. The sec-
ond church uuildir.g stood for many
years, its Interior giving an impression
of deep solemnity. Hanover, which
was included with Newent In the new
town of Lisbon, had not been incor-
porated as an ecclesiastical society un-
til 17il. It included a.small part ot
Canterbury and Windham.

In 1854 h correspondent of the
T.pringlield Republican aays that "In
Lisbon, Ct, there Is an ancient edifice
In which for the last fl" years Rev.
Mr. Nelson has been the pastor. It
never has been repaired upon the In-

side, nor have the pews ever been
painted or remodeled. The pulpit Is on
the side of the house. Instead of the
end, and there is a r ounding hoard over
It. and the deacons' seat Is directly in
front. The pews are the
square kind, and the gallery ia In the
old style, with the tything-men'- s set
In conspicuous phices. The audiences
are descendants of the former wor-
shippers there, and the house, the pas-
tor and the people present probably on
Sundays us goed a rpecime,? of" the
worship of 'the fathers' us can be
found extant In New Eng'and. Mr.
Nelson preaches his hilf-centu- ry er-rn- on

on the 6th of December."

Joseph North of
Lalhrop & Eels. 1787. '(No, 6(K)
, Daniel Lathrop, 2d In this - Lord
si;op or another on the same- - site.
Liuga. Both shop and factory had
1 rejecting roofs and were painted blue
w.'th white trimmings. (No. 60.)

Avery St Tracy Store at Peck's cor-
ner, the qtortheast corner. Before 1805.
Later Sarliuel Avery & Son, then Rog-
er Huntington & Henry Avery (1818).
(No. p.)Felix Huntington Joiner- - Corner- - of
East Town street and Huntington
Lane. 1795. (No. 76.)

Samuel Danforth "Pewterer."' Some
t'me between 1793 and 1803. Occupied
i'i 1818 by Roger Huntington and Hen-
ry Avery as a. shop. (No. 75.) .

' fcbenozer Huntington Shop. Corner
of East Town street and Huntington
Lane, now owned by Mrs. W. H. Fitch.
1,1)2. (No. 80.) r '

Charles Whiting Goldsmith or jew-
eler- Across the street, on East Town
srcet. After 1750. (No. 84.) '

Zachariah Huntington Merchant,
lirst - Town stret, near residence of
!Jrs. Jabez Wattles. After 1786. (No.

) .

Ardrew Huntington Merchant. West
or Zachariah Huntington, in the "long
sfccp" f his father, Gen. Jabez Hunt-ii.gto- n.

This shop was- "a long, low,
enc story and a half --building, painied
red. 'with the roof sloping to Uie
street." (Miss Perkins, in Old Houses
of Norwich.) Here Gen. Jabez Hunt- -
i- - igton carried on an extensivve busi-rts- s

for' many years. Still earlier it
v as probably occupied by his father,
Joshua Huntington. (No- - 108.)

Simeon Huntington Blacksmith. A
srort distance west of Andrew Hunt-Irgto- n.

After 1774. (No. 105.)
..eremiah Leach Cooper siiop in 'he

rfa of Simeon Huntington's shop.
ITSa. No. 104.)

David Nevins Hat factory. A short
distance west of Simeon Huntington,
1S7. (No. 102.)

Asa Lathrop Shoemaker. Still far-i- hr

west. After 1794. (No- - 101.)
Joseph Carew General Store. A l't-t- le

in the rear of Asa Lathrop, nearly
oi.posite the end of Elm avenue. After
17C5. (No. 99.) Later Carew & Hunt- -
ii- -gton, on the Green. (No. 128.)

Ebenezer Jones Cooper. Elm ave- -
rvf- - a little back from the street (No.
116.)

Asa Lathrop, Jun. Shoe shop. t

ti Eoenezer Jones. (oN. 117 )
John Manly Shop on Elm avenue.

(No. 118.)
William Morgan-ySh- op on Elm ave-

nue. (No. 119.)
Gurdon Lathrop Druggist or doc-

tor and merchant. In 1790 .in a shop
where the Chapel now stands. (No.
128). In 1795 on the corner. of Burying
Ground lane, (No. 123). Still later
on Elm avenue (No. 121).

Simon Carew Books, Elm avenue,
corner of burying ground lane. 1795.
(No. 123.) ,

Carew & Huntington General store
on site of Chapel. 1793-180- 0. (No.
128.) In 1800 the firm becomes Joseph
& Charles P. Huntington. (No. 12S-- .

Jcieoh Carp&nter Goldsmith In
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This - period was characterized by
tli building of more substantial houses
than had been constructed previously,
Thf houses built before 1720 which x-i- st

in parts at least today have been
already mentioned, namely: (1) the
Reynolds housN No. 1 on map of
l,!i5;2. the Bllss-Ge- er house, No. 3!
' the .Lieut. Thomas Leffingwell
house, now occupied by D. M. Toro-sia- n,

No. 5; (4) the Leffingwell Inn,
tuilt by William Backus, and- occupied
at present by Miss Sara Huntington,
No. 171 (5) the Olimrtead-Lathro- p

hfrse, 'now the home of Miss Gilmtin,
o. 4S); (6) the house built by Chris-t.'ph- er

Huntington, 2d, and now
by Mrs- - Jabez Lathrop, No. 62; '7)

th house on East ToWn street birilt
ty Samuel Lathrop, and later occutied
ty Joshua Huntington, and still later
by his brother Andrew, No. 7(4; (8)
the house in the lane, known as the
Gtr.eral Jabez Huntington house, a
part of which may have - belonged to
ti'f old Bradford homestead', No. 78:
(: the Simon Huntington, or Joseph
Corew house, on Elm avenue, now oc-

cupied by Mrs. Kelley,- - No. 93.
Among the larger houses built at

this time and still existing may be
mentioned the following:

The house built by Thomas Harland
about the year 1779. and still occupied
by his descendants (No. 36). The
ground on which this house stands
was at first common land, and was
purchased by Thomas Harland in 1778.
The elm tree in front of the houses
were planted'by Nathaniel Shipman on
tiept. 6, 1771, the day that New London
was burned" by the British.

On the same side of Washington
street, a little north of. General Har-
land's, stands the house on the hill
now occupied by Mr. William Palmer
(No. 48). This house was built by
Thomas, Lathrop. son of Dr Joshua
Lathrop, about the time of his mar-
riage in 1783. ... ,

-

The other house upon the hill (No.
49) was built by Daniel Lathrop Coit
in ,1785, probably occupying the site of
the older Bushnell homestead. It is
said that' the famous "Coit elms"
standing in front of this house were
set out in 1754 by Jabez Perkins, who
"brought from the woods two young
elms of a size that he could con-

veniently bear upon his shoulder and
set them out in such positions that,
when grown, they would throw their
shade over the shop in which he
worked." The house has never passedout of the possession of the family.

On the south side of East Town
street, about half way between Peck's
corner and the corner of Elm avenue,
stands the house built .shortly after
the Revolution by Governor Samuel
Huntington and now owned by Mrs.
Charles Young. The house has been
greatly changed since Governor Hunt-instcns- r'

day, as at that time its tall
pillars extended from the ground to the
roof, making it one of the most lin
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OLD SCKOOuHOUSE
on Norwich. Town Green.

Bozrah, Franklin, Lisbon and Part of
Preston Cut Off.

As the villages scattered here and
there through the nine miles square
grew.and prospered, they came to have
interests quite apart frorr. those of the
mother town at Norwich. Churches
were established to become the com- -

mon center of the life of thejieople In
each little settlement and more ana
more the ties binding them to the
original town plot were loosened.

The settlement at tidewater was fast
becoming the center of commerce, with
its exports and imports, but transpor-
tation anil communication were diffi-

cult, and the general liiter.sis oecume
h" ' '"' '.nryh-id- b-
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cerns of eauh separate community. So
that with Uie coming cf the third or
fourth generation it is not surprising
to see a movement toward the estab
lishment of new towns within and on

j the borders of the original, nine miles
square.

In 1786 the division of the town took
piace. Drafts of two memorials to the
general assembly were presented at a
town meeting: one by Nathaniel
Kingsbury asking that a distinct town
might he made- - from the three parishes
of West Karma, New Concord and
Pautipaug; the second, by Joseph Per
kinsfthat Newent. Hanover anil a part
of Iinj Society might constitute a dis-
tinct (own. The second memonil met
with no opposition, and against tne
first only one vote was iven. The
affair was managed most amicably and
it was ordered that the memorials
f hould botU ba laid before ihe assem-
bly by the representatives of the town.

"( i m !) were appointed . ihe

3 '
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GoV. 4 AMUEL HuNlNC.TCN,
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Gov. of Connecticut, 1786-179-

Captain Ebenezer Baldwin, Deacon Jo-

seph Lushnell, Samuel LetTlrigwell and
Captain Andrew Perkins. The filial
outcome of ihe matter was the forma-
tion of four towns inrtead of three:
tiie town of .Norwich, Including First
.Society and Chelsea; Lisbon, formed
from Hanover and Newent: West and
Eighth Societies, onstltutlng the town
of Krankiiii, and New Concord, u town
by Itself.

West Farms, or' Franklin, was set-
tled almost as early as the town-pl- ot

itself. Farms were here granted to
the first proprietors, passing later into
the hands of their sons, w'10 became
actual residents. So the earnest name
in Franklin are ljtlirop. Hyde, Birch-ar- d

Tracy. Kdeerton. Huntington nnd
Waterman. Rut with the second ipn- -
eration new names appeared, and It
soon became advisable that a separate
ecclesinstirul body should be organized.
The record of the division is liriet. In
1716 we find this statement: "The

j West-farme- rs are freely allowed to te- -
i I'nmn it " , luli.V u

... u ,., ..i..i , 1 .........
amI a c.hurcn erected rn

j

r

GENERAL JAbtz. ritjNl INCON,
Commander-in-Chie- f of Connectice-- t

Forces in Revolution.

House Hilt, the Interior paneling, to- -
gether with "the pulpit, seats and
canopee being relics of the old church
In the town-plo- t. Fautijiai- '- or Kltcntn
Society, whicii was Included In the
new- town of Franklin, hud its begin-
ning In a small company that went out
from the West lAtrms church, forminga new organisation between 1745 and
1750.

The church around which grew upthe town f New- - Concord, or Rnzrah.
was organized in 173a. Th northern
irt ot the present town, the portion

In this way the foundations were
lid for a number of village sites
vtich may' be considered! iaa offshoots

f Old ' Norwich. The first of those
was at the landing place,, where Elder-kir.- 's

grist mill was built, Elderkin
.was first granted a home lot on the

street, near what la now' known
a Peck's corner. This he found . too
far from the mill for his home, and

s later granted the land on Wash-lifto- n

street, already referred to.' The
exttct date of th building; of this mill
Is unknown, but It wj probably built
between 1663 and 1685.. The time of
V. removal from New London is also
vilmown, but doubtless for a number

f years he ran the mills in both
p. sees. His house w probably the
flrst one built in the village now
Jviiown as the Falls, and stood near
cue. of the springs on Yantio street

Newent, or Lisbon, at an early peri-
od waa occupied! by Indian tributaries
of Uncas, called the Showtuckets, but
tbii flrst settlers of Norwich claimed
the land as a part of their commons.
The first permanent settler in this ter-

nary was perhaps Josiah Read1, who
moved from Norwich about 1687. In
li3 the society took the name of
Newent. having been known up to
t.at time simply as the "crotch of the
lix-ei.- ,

Seme of the earliest grants on the
Sretucket river, below its Junction
w'th the Quinebaug, Included land on
both sridsij; the district on the east side
rf the river being comprised, in Long
6'cclety. Probably the first actual in-

habitant of the town of Preston was
C.'eenfield Larra-bee- Next to him iayhe counted the sons of- - Norwich pro-- pi

iotors, Thomas Tracy, Jun., Jona-
than Tracy, Samuel Fitch and Nathan-
iel LeffSngwell,t who were cultivating
farms there Jn 1680, or sotfh afterward.
P'eston as an independent town te-ii- n

In 1687. '.
-

About three years later a grist mill
vita established at. the Junction of
Itase's brook and the Yantic river,
r ar the border of Lebanon, the small
beginning from which the present vit
li.ae of Bozrahville has grown.

Although the first house In Wind-ra- m

is said to have been built by an
i:r,glishman named John Cates, as ear-
ly as 1689, yet the men who actui-l-

fttr.died the town were legatees of
Jet-hu- Uncas. sixteen in number.fonr-Ue- n

being of Norwich.
Tlainfieid (1699). Canterbury (1703),

no New Concord (1715) were also
Children of Old Norwich.,

CHELSEA IN 1720-178-

After Being 70 Years a Wilderness the
Landing is Developed Because Bet-it-

Adopted to Trade Commercial
Pursuit Take Root at the Head of
the Thames. ' Y

After all these village sites had been
more or less 'developed, the growth of
Chelsea began. As has be.--n said, the
original landing place, for both the
Indians and the English,, was just
below the Falls, at the head of Yan-
tic cove, and near the site of Elder-kin'- s

mills. v As trade Increased, and
pushed its way down the river, the
term Landing Place was transferred
tq the point where the rivers unite,
and the upper station was known us
the old Landing Place.

What we know as the city of Nor
wich was, for seventy years after the
settlement, little more than a wilder
ness called Weequaw's Hill Rocky
Point, or Fort Hill. It was used as

sheep walk, or common pasturage,
extending from No-ma- Acre to the
mouth of the Shetucket, and enclosed
with a fence. Access . from- the set-
tlement at Norwich was by means of
a gateway, near the house of John
Reynolds, connecting with a cart path.
Here and there a cow path or a sheep
track led around the hills, but for the
most part there was little to be ,seen
but rocks, swamps, and woods. In
the spring floods, and even in common
rains, East Chelsea, including Frank-
lin square, was overflowed, as the low-
er, or Water street.

Early In 1684 a spot was chosen for
a public landing place and a highwayto connect with it. This landing must
have been below Eldurkin's mill and
the highway ran c street and
Mill lane, now Lafayette street, to the
Reynolds, gate. It 'was "agreed and
Voted that the rest of the ungranted
and unlayed out land at the mouth of
the Showtuck shall be and remain for
the benefit of cattle watering and nev.
er to be disposed of without the con-
sent of eight or ten of the familys at
the east end of the towne." This

hows that at this date there was no
village at Chelsea.'

This act, however, did not remain in
force very long; for sites at the river
aide v, ere in great demand for com-
mercial purposes. Capt. James Fitch
and Capt, Caleb Bushnell were granted
sufficient land, for each to build a
wharf and warehouse near the mouth
of Yantic cove.

Other grants were-mad- for ship-
building facilities, but with the excep-
tion of these grants for wharves, ship
yards and warehouses, the land was
held in common. The rivers were fill-

ed with fish and the shores were pop-
ulous with water fowl. Miss Caulkins
tells us that the "young people from
the farms around Norwich, when hay-
ing was over,- came in parties to the
Landing to wander over the hills, eat
oysters, and take a trip down. the river
in canoes and sailboats."

By 1726 the undivided lands which
remained were chiefly Included, in two
sheep walks, the east and the west.
The East Sheep Walk, of about 900
acres, was divided , into .forty-tw- o

shares of twenty acres each, the lots
extending along the water from the
Shetucket ferry to the cove, with a
highway through them two rods wide.
In the rear of these was a second tier
of lots, and so on. Each share was
divided into tenths, and the tenths in-
to eights, and distributed apparently
by lot. After this, houses and peopleIncreased rapidly, and in a few vears
Rocky Point had become a flourish-
ing trading post, generally called The
Landing, but gradually coming 'to be
known as New Chelsey, or Chelsea So-
ciety. The West Sheeo Walk, or some
700 acres, was. likewise divided ,andconfirmed to" thirty-seve- n proprietors.The first householders of whom we
know were Daniel Tracy, , BenejahBushnell and Nathaniel Backus. .

The merchants who had been so to

as to secure land at the wa-
ter's edge, entered into commercial
pursuits. By 17.10 four sloops were
owned in Norwich and engaged in theWest India, trade. Soon after thisNorwich traders sent a slooo and aschooner to Ireland, where the sloopwas probably sold, - the crew return-
ing in the schooner. The business of

hip building was at the foundation of
the prosperity of West Chelsea, BtiU
known as the West Side.

Between' 17401 and 1750 two high-
ways were opened to the Landing, one

n each side of the central hill. Theeastern road coincided with the pres-ent Crescent street, but continued
aoross Broad street, and came into
Broadway at the point now occupied
by the residence of Willium A- - Nor-
ton. Thence it ran through Union
street and lower Broadway, terminat-
ing at the house of Nathaniel Backus,
where the Central building now
aland. . 4

The w&fctern read. Hiss Caulkins
thinks, coincided witluthe greater part
of Washington street, und ended at
"Capt. Bunnell's old warehouse." But
it is moreiprob&ale that it followed Hie
course ef Mill lane (now Lafayette
treet), and the present Yantic street

to the old landing at the Falls, and
then, creasing the western edge of the
lone. tim' ojd Blackstone and

lJ f
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Four Companies Organized Here The
Four Huntingtons Ancestors of the
Nevins Family The Service of Our
Soldiers Capt. David Nevins as a
Messenger.

Too much credit cannot be givenT to
the inhabitants of Norwich for- the
part which they took in the War for
Independence. Owing to her inland
situation the city did not suffer from
dirqa-- t attacks by the enemy, nor did
her people suffer much from want aft-
er the first stress of the war, and in
the last years they enjoyed exceptional
prosperity, agriculture flourishing, and
the foundations of many large manu-
facturing interests being laid.

The Stamp Act in 1764 had been met
with great indignation. A watch and
guard were organized, to' prevent the
admission of any stamps into the town,
Ingersoll, the stamp master, was burn-
ed ill effigy, and frequent and enthusi-
astic liberty meetings were held. One
of the most active leaders in these
commotions waj Major, afterwards
Colonel, John Durkee, an able and va-
liant soldier, who fought at Bunker
Hill and was in.ecmmand of a regi-
ment in the battles of White Plains,
Trenton and Monmouth.

In 1767 the famous Boston Circular
was received, and at a meeting in the
court house an agreement was' made
not to use any articles of foreign pro-
duce.' Labrador tea and gowns of
homespun became the fashion. -

At a field review in 1774 there were
four Norwich companies, trained and
ready for marching, under the follow-
ing captains: Jedediah Huntington,Samuel Wheat. Isaac Tracy, Jr., and
Gershom Breed. In the autumn of
this year a regiment was organised of
which Jedediah Huntington was made
colonel. The spring of 1775 saw a
throng of volunteers departing for
Cambridge to join the army there, and
all through the war the town furnished
its regular quota. A part" of these early
recruits fought at Bunker Hill, pass-
ing the next winter in pressing the
siege of Boston. Being transferred to
New York in Mari.h, they took part in
the battles of Brooklyn and Harlem
Heights, the retreat through the Jer-
seys and the battle of GermantoWn.
Many of them served throughout the
war. .

A number of Norwich men gained
hiyh honor as officers, both on, land

,

(
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and on sea. Of most of them we can
only mention the ' names here. Be
sides those already mentioned there
were Col. Benajah Tbroop. Col. Labdiel
Rogers, Colonels Benajah and Chris-
topher Leffinmveli, Captains David
Nevins. Jedediah und James Hyde,
Elisha Prior, Andrew Lathrop, Joseph
Jeivett. Jacob and Joseph Perkins and
Lieutenants Charles Fanning. Andrew
Griswold. Silas Goodell and Jacob
Kingsbury, with Captains Lester, Rob-
ert Niles. Seth Harding. Timothy
Parker, Jabez and Hezekiah Perkins,
William Wattles, Thoriias King. Wil-
liam Loring, Jabea Lord and Eliisha
Lathrop.

Many a glowing iale might be told
of the mkrine activities of this period.
Privateering was carrieuVon from this
port with varying fortur.e, but unva-
rying energy. A number of ships,
among- them the Governor Trumbull,
of 18 or 20 guns, and the Confeoeracy,
of 32 guns, were built at Willett's ship
yard on the west side of the iiver and
performed many gallant exploits.

The fact that the great war governor
of Connecticut. Jonathan Trumbull,was connected with Norwich doubtless
added to the unanimity with which he
was supported . by Norwich citizens.
His son, Joseph Trumbull, was a resi-
dent of Norwich, and in 1775 was ap-
pointed the .first commissary general
of the American armx: but weight
of care and responsibility connected
with this important office wore him out
and in July, 1778, he died ut his fa-
ther's home in Lebanon. 1

The story of Norwich in the Revolu-
tion cannot be told without specialmention uf Gen. Jabez Huntington and
his four sons. When Governor Kltch.
in 1765. dccideTl to support the Stump
Act. and wished his c ouncil t admin-
ister to him the oath to that effect
seven of the ele en members with- - i

drew, refusing to witness the cere-
mony. One of these men was 0"n.
Jabez Huntington, and another his
cousin Hezekiah. In li7 General
Huntington and Gpneml Wooster were
appointed major generals of the Con-
necticut militia, and on the death of
General Wooster the following year.
General Huntington' became th'? sole
major general of the state, and was
authorized tj call out the militia for
the defense of tliia and the neiehbor-in- g

states. He was in correspondence
during-th- e war with many influential
patriots of the time, among them
Washington. Lnfayctte, Hancock,
Sherman. Trumbull and Samuel Hunt-
ington. The homestead of Gen. Jabez
Huntington is qtill standing on Hunt-
ington lane a large, square house'
with projecting upper storv and stand-
ing with its side to the street. U is
said that Lafayette was entertained in
this limine during one of his visits to
Norwich. (No. 110.)

. His oldest son, Jedediah Huntington,served in many of the most import-ant buttles of .the war, including Bun-
ker Hill and Long Island. He was a
member of the courtmartial which
tried Gen. Charles Lee, and one of the
court of inquiry to which was referred
the rase of Major Andre. In 1777. "at
General-Washington'- s request." he was
made a brigadier general, and at the
end of the war received the brevet

THE SIMON HUNTINGTON TAVERN, 1706.

Built as Residence in 1683 and Enlarged in 1782.

During the years 1720-17S- 4 the til-
lage site "Which we have called Old
Norwich saw its most rapid develop-
ment of business. It extended from the
Reynolds house, which was probably at
this time a tavern, oy ' H'arland's. cor-
ner and, Washington street to the town
clerk's office at the corner' now called
Peck's corner, ami thence through" East
Town street to the green and the
meeting house rocka." . Many of the
residents had small stores on their
home lots, and the town green was the
center of business for all the daughter
settlements which had sprung up in
the northern portion of New London
county and for some distance into
Windham and Tolland counties. -

During this period it has been shown
that the landing place for vessels had
been changed from the Falls to the vil-

lage site of Chelsea;' and the goods
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Trire Buckets, Levi Huntington.
which were landtSd at the port ef Nor-
wich were transferred, up to the- - set-
tlement two miles from tidewater. m
will be shovn later, this condition cpiild
not last jtermanently on account of the
distance of the from the
port; but during this period the busi-
ness! development of this old settle-
ment was the most rapid in its his-

tory.
It is difficult to form an 'accurate

picture after tne lapse of more than a
hundred, years, and it is Impossible o
enumerate accurately the -- lusmess
houses existing at any one time. It
has been attempted, however, to show
in the following list of places of busi-- J
ness in Old Norwich the great variety
which existed towards the close of the
eighteenth century.

The numbers in parenthesis refer to
the accompanying map of 1795.

Col. Christopher Leffingwell General
stone on the triangle of land opposite
General Harland's. He was succeeded
by his sons, William and Christopher,
who carried on the postofnee here from
19 to about 1800. The shop stood
close to the walk on the upper road, so
that the present sidewalk passes over
its site. (No 19 on map of 1795.)

Baldwin & Strong Dry good - and
proceries, in the Col. Leffingwell store.
1S01. Store of two stories, painted yeU
low, with a (?af)le roof. (No. 19)

Thomas Harland Watch factory Just
north of General Harland's house. (No.
37). Business commenced 173, in a
little shop next to Col. Leffingwell. (No.
20).

In this little shop "near the store of
Christopher Leffingwell" were probably
located at different times the follow-
ing:

Thtfrnas Leffingwell, 4th. 1776.
John Richards Wool-card- s, in ex-

change for well-tanne- di sheepskins.,1778.
James Lincoln Wool-card- s. 1785.

'Thomas Morrow Weaver. 17S6.
Daniel Williams Taylor." In Lef-

fingwell Row just north of "the Lef- -

v. -
"fV

- -ill- --

OLD TOWN
Built in 1735, Used

fingwell Inn. 1784. (No. 18).
Alexander McDonald Bookbinder.

Leffingwell Row. 17S8.
Thomas Hubbard & Chris- - - Lef-

fingwell Manufacture clothing. 1787.
(No. 1S. .

Roswell Gaylord Hat3 and furs. For
several years from 1788. (No. 1).

Henry Strong-La- w office inLeffing-wt- l
Row, and later across the str.;et.

(.V.i. IX oil map of 1813.)
Or. Daniel Lathrop Drug store.

Ni.rth of Gen. Ha.rland. About 17:17.

rierwards in company with his broth-
er Joshua. (No, 46-- ,

Lathrop & Eels: (Joshua Lathrop
and dishing Eels.) Cotton goods man-factor- v.

North of Miss Gilman'a-1793- .

(No. 59.) :

Long Society comprised a long and
comparatively narrow strip, lying east '
of the rivers Shetucket , and Thames.
Well might It be called Long, for it
originally ertended over the nhole'
eastern bordi r of the nine miles equarn
from Plalnftcld to Poquetanurk. and
this line of the orlrhiH! purchase. In
Its liberal measurement, was probablyten or twelve miles.

Miss Caulkins says of It:
"The farmers on this side of the

rivers petitioned the town as oarly as
1699 to be released from tiaylno- - eccle-
siastical rates in Norwich on account
of the great inconvenience they tcunt
in attending divine wnrsh'p by reason
of the ferry and their distance from
the town-plo- t. After crossing inn
river at the old fording pin o it wis
necessary to traverse a tedious wind-
ing path umui.d the Chelsea hills to
get Into the town "ttreet ana passon to the meeting hoiis. The desi.-r- d

permission was not irien grantej, but
twenty-on- e years later tht,v wtie free-
ly allowed to become a dlst'nct parishand sixty acres of land set apart :or
t.lelr first minister.

"In 1788 Long Society was annexe-- !

t'i Preston, and instesd of the designa-
tion Oth of Norwich took that of 2d of
wrerton."

In 1816 the town of GrUwold wa
formed from a part of Preston. Grin,

included a piece f land lying on
the east side of the Quinebaug rlvr.
south of Plalnfield. originally a part cf
the Norwich purchnse. On this Nor-
wich strip Jewett City has grown uj
i, round the. farm, the gristmill and the

of Eliezcr Jewett on the Pa- -
chaug river.

In 1861 the town of Spragut was
formed from a part of LUbon and
''runklln, making five towns and partso' two others within the limits of the
'l-i- e miles square.

w'TLEMENT AND GROWTH
OF CHELSEA.

Closo of the Revolution Marked a New
Era Between 1786 and 12Pth Cen-

ter of Trade Changed from Norwich
to Chelsea The Imports Shipbuild-
ing a Leading Industry War Sloop
Governor Trumbull Built Hero.

After the Revolution the revival of
industries and the Increase of com-
mercial relations with other portion
of this country and with foreign coun-
tries, leading to a greater volume of
Imnorts and exports, togethei wi'h th
difficulty of the two miles of land
tranwvor'.iitlon following the ocean
transpiration, suggest the two main
reasons for the gmw til of Hit- vUlsge
of Chelsea at the expenke of the v.llage
of Old Norwich.

The commerce of Norwich had suf-
fered less during the war than had
that of more eximn-- d ports, and her
metvnants and shipmasters were hot-
ter prepared to take advantage of the
general impulse wh'ch was given to
maritime pursuits by the prodH mo-
tion of peace. The West India trade
was a tempting path of adventure,
hack and forth km lied the little vessels,
currying sheep and horses, ourn and
cows, provls'oiis and lumber, from
Connecticut, and bringing buck molas-
ses, salt and West India rum fnm
Turk's Island. Surinam. St. K'.tt's,
Martinique or Dcnierara.

Many of the merchants Imported
their own goods In their own hlra.
In 1791 one merchant. Joseph Wil-

liams, owned nix trading vessels, kept
in the West IndU trade.

During the fojrteen years prior t
the Revolutionary war. goods were
bought here by one merchant, direct
from F.ngland, to the amount of twen-
ty thousand live hundred and sixty-se- n

pounds sterling. As there were,
during a part-

- of this time, four other
traders (if not morel, who imported
their own goods, this may he con-
sidered a an exte.isiie tuinr for
so recent a place a ours, and with o
small a population. The largest
amount rex-e- l veil Ir. one year. 01 cord-
ing to the Invoice book of this mer-- .
chant, was In 1 7 '. 1 the Importation in
five Invoi.-e- s being three thousand one
htinered and fifty pounds: and the
smallest. duWrg 17CS. in only two

comnrlslng six hundred and
forty-si- x pound. During the years
17 nothing was received. 'Most of
those goods were brought nut In F.ng-1i- h

ships 'n Boston and Neve York
except In a slrgle Instanco (Fehruary.
177). one Invoice was broi.gh to
Pliede Island (Newport, probehlyl. '

After that time the Importer were
owners of the ship as w-- ll as the cur-
io un they ;,nld the irjjr. nee on the
v'iscW and we find them tommamled
h men bee.rlpg. In this community,
lee fh'iiillar iiamea of Allen. Rilllrgs,
Chehter. and Parker. The goods were
eons'Rred direct, and landed at New
..oti.lon. The largest port tame from
London, though In lVIS, and after-wurd- h.

a full moiety was shipped frr.m
Bristol. At liint time. Liverpool, now
o famous for its share In the Ameri-

can trtde, was not thought of that
city having then only ls,r,0 Inhabit-
ants, and w us wholly' engrossed by the
slave truffle.

The Insurance from Ixmilon to Bos-
ton, or New York, varied, according
to the risk of being taken by the en-

emy (Frame), muglng from five to
fifteen guinea per cent. usually with
an engagement to return n part of thn
premium if the veel took convoy. In
17."t slid 17B1. the ship had gunpowder
on hoard, and the Insurance was five
guineas per cent, in one case and
eiKht in the other "t return two for
Channel convoy, three for 4 North
American eonvov, or four for ronvoy
for Boston, or Flaotu aaA'ftirtvta.

house is owned at present by Mrs.
Theodore MeCurdy (No 78).

The fourth son. Col. Ebenezer Hunt-
ington, was a senior in Yale college
when the war broke out. With other
members of his class, being refused
permission to enter the army, he ran
away in tne nignt ana joined tne army
at Boston. He served throughout tee
war, rising to the. rank of lieutcn.mt
colonel. After the removal cf his
brother Jedediah to New London, Eb-
enezer Huntington occupied his house
on East. Town street (No. 81).

"The ancestors of the Nevinr family
emigrated from England or Scotland,
about the year 1730. . . . David Nev-
ins came to Norwich; wi.ero lie mar-
ried Martha, daughter of Lieut. Col.
Simon" Lathrop, and finally fixed his
residence in Canterbury. Conn. Here
he was accidentally killed bv falling

: trom a bridge during a freshet, in the
pring of 1757. ...

)
-- The oldest son of the deceased, the

i late Capt. D: vid Nevins or Xori i !:.
tnen about 9 yea.- - of jm, vas liUipi
ed by his grandfather. Colonel t i
throp, and from that period became a
resident of Norwich. .When tii.i Revo
lutionary contest commencd, lie c- -

tereu witn cnaractcriL tic zeal and t:.-- ,

'rgy into the rar.kr. of the Suns
i- -. "Tty. Being a skilful horserra',.
ana prompt in 'lusiness. le.
was selected as a conliiiertiai inesseii
gcr by the j atriots on various intt-i-c-

ing occasion j. Ho would ride Iron-- .

Norwich to Xeif Haven, the post roai.
then measuring about 65 rniics. with-
out pausing, except on Die top ot ;

steep hill to brcat'ie his linrse. Or o:m
occasion, as we lcprn from the oh'
newspapers of the dtiy, being charg e
with some important commission, ne
started for Providence. 45 miles d.s-taut- ,

after 8 o'clock in the ovenii..-'- .
despatched his business in that placetnd was met or, his return only scvi :.
miles from home, before 11 o'clock 'th'.
next moaning.

"He enlisted in the army upon the
news of the battle of Bunker Hill
served at the siege of Button, went
from thence to New York, was, engagedin various skirmishes with the eiiemv.
and shared in all the hardships arid
perils of the retreat from that citv.
. . . He retired from the crmv with
the rank of enptain. and having mar-
ried Mary, daughter of Rntstll Hub-
bard of Nev London, returned to his
old home at Norwich, where the next
50 years of his life were pnent. His
latter days days, of a fresh und greeh
old age for he was hale und joyousalmost to the last, were passed w itli
his children in New Ytrk. where he
died January 21. 1S3S. aired 51 years."Norwich i'owricr. Mar ti :'9. js.".

Capt. Christopher Vail, a revolution-tu- y

sodiir. died in this citv in 1845.
fed 87. "He w;is the oldest livingat the time of his death of

the Protestant Epif.-opa- l churcn in this
plrce, having been a communicant for
li-- If a century. He entered upon the
sivuggie of the revolution at 1 yeni--
ef age; and land and by by action
am; by suffering, he served his coun-
try through the whole v:ir. He wn in
tlie famous attack ii;-o- the ToriesVind
i'.ritish on Ixmg Island, when a lew
Americans croswed in whale boals from
X'-- Haven and recaptured innli
l lui.deT nnd look many 111 'le

'n th xpodit...n to oH Fort Ti
( .r Ticon.leroga) to escort the prison- -
ci3 iruin wmL ,nace-- at us capture.was a prisoner i:i the Oiu Jersey pris-
on ship.'-at one time, and ;it iino;!i"
ho wfis a prisoner in Antigvs Jail (ii
th; Wert Indies) for-l.- i months. Also
fcr a long period he was : prisoner
the British fleet from which he fit.i-l-l-

escaped by runnil:;,' av with g:e it
i sk. and traveling on loot
Portugal and Spain. Indeed his din; v.

rich we on-- til" v'fasure ef
through (nnd whli ii he kc;.i,

of the wholn revolution, mid now in
of his family) is full of in-

teresting incidents cennecU i with ihU
i.'tiim of his life. As one of our ol.l-an- d

formerly most activve citie--- .
1. is well known i:i this .section ut the
s..!-,e-

.
.Many i a resident of Ricli-i..o:i-

Va-- , where le was etig.ijjed ii
ti'e drucr nnd medicine b'l.sines,
"v:til vv 11 he- remembered with iiffee-- t

or. by the old inhe hit Kits of tha
pi.ee. We rhal! iit some future tiue?
evtmct extensively from the jniirn;:!
kf ut by hifii of Ms adventures :irj
1 th wanes (ny per;n-i:- ';o .

of himself during life lifetime), for tht
pi.rpose in'er stJ.ii oiir readers, nr.d
of leavine- behind liim recorded ecf-c'rn-

of his patriotism and nioinl
worth." Norwich News, Juno 4, 184Ii

In Norwich and some other towns
in the eastern part of Connect Iriit
were often quartered tories and other i

t'isonei-- of war. Here. t ni. were kept
Biures of grain, molasses, tnts, pow-c- ei

and other supp.ies for the army.
The city was also well situated to
stive as a port of refuse for s,

n'.hpre tli.--y couid safely retire und dis-
ci e.ree their cargoes.

The l eople were never in fear of a
direct invasion of tiie eiiciu except j

til the time the biiriiing of New- -
j

London, in . September. 17.X1. It was
(Pen feared that Arnold, with luitred
toward his native town, might proceed
up the river and bring destruction to
he homes of his former neighbors.

Preparations were even made to re-

ceive him: goods were 4 tacked, and
,v. men made ready for
Si ght, hut Arnold, if he had the will.
"ls too prudent to venture so farTrom
the coast, and Norwich was lef n

the old store still standing' on the
green and probably built in ln3. The
building has never besn altered. . (No.
132.)
. Gardner Carpenter Merchant. In
part of the store of his brother, Jo-

seph Carpenter (No. 132), but in 1795
in store on the other side of the
school house (No. 135).

Nathaniel Townsed Baker. Next to
Gardner Carpenter in 1793. (No. 136).
This shop was probably occupied in
1774 by

John Wheatley Shoe maker. And In
1775 by

Nathaniel Patten Book seller. And'in 17S3 by
Gideon Denison merchant.
Colonel Leffingwell's (later Charles

Lathrop's) pottery kiln and shop. On
Town street. (No. 25 on map).

Ebenezer Carew Carpenter. Shop
on Tow n street. (No. 26.)

Stocking factory Noith Washington
street (No. 2.) . ,

Trac & Coit General store. Near- -

ly opposite the Leffingwell Inn. Estab-
lished in 1780. (No. 34.)

Robertsons & Trumbull Printers,
and publishers of the Norwich Packet
or Weekly Advertiser, the first news-
paper published in Norwich. 1771. First
located "near the Court House," but
removed in 1775 to a stand west of the
meeting house.
Barzillai Davison Goldsmith. Town
street. 1775.

Backus Iron Works Yantic.
Pottery for Stone Ware Begun at

Bean Hill in 1766, and continued into
the 18th century.

Edmund Darrow Manufacturer of
cut-nail- s. Bean Hill. 1772.

Aaron Cleveland Hat maker. Bean
Hill.

Daniel Rodman General store. Bean
Hill. -

Colonel Rogers General store. Bean
Hill.

Samuel Woodbridge General store.
Bean Hill. Afterward of the firm of
Woodbridge & Snow, at the Landing.

Hyde & Hosmed Sawmill, gristmill,
and oilmill at Bean Hill. 1798.

Elijah and Simon Lathrop Oilmill
at the Falls. 1778.

Joshua Huntington Oilmill at the
Falls. 1791.

Andrew Huntington Paper mill at
the Falls, on or near the site of Lef-
fingwell's old mill.

From the time of the first settlement,
when trade was carried on very largely
by barter between various individuals,
there was a. general development of
shops, stores and factories ' as the
growth of the place proceeded, so that
by 1800 there had developed the system
of trade whereby certain persons de-
voted their time exclusively to the
keeping of stores and the manufactur-
ing of goods for the needs of the parent

.- nr it

HOUSE,
as School, 1886.

settlement and the surr6unding vil- -
lages. .

By this time a system of reads had
been established leading from Old Nor-
wich to the surrounding towns, and at
the close of the eighteenth century and
the beginning of the nineteenth the set-
tlement of old Norwich was at the
height of its prosperity as a business
center.

The introduction of mail stages and
lh development of taverns as describ-
ed elsewhere yas an important factor
in the development of this community,two miles from tidewater. Leffingwell'stavern (No. 17 on map of 1795). estab-
lished in 1701; Perk's tavern (No. 114),
established in 1764; the Lathrop tav- -

posing residences in the town. (No. i

86).
Samuel Huntington was a native of

Windham, but established himself in
Norwich as a lawyer before he' was 28

years old. Miss Perkins, in her hook
on the Old H uises of Norwich, tells us
that "his public life began in 1to .

a representative to the general assem-
bly. In 1773 he was elected a member
of the. upper house, in 1774 associate
ji:dge of the supreme court of Con-

necticut, and in 1775 a member of
congress, which office he held till 1780.
He. was also elected a nifmber of the
marine, court, was one of the signers
of the Declaration of - Independence,
served as president of congress from
1779 to 1781, and was then obliged to
resfgn on account jC ,ill health. On
retiring from congress he resumed his
office of judge of the supreme court.
In 1782 and 17.S3 he was aauin elected
to congress, but resigned the office for-
ever in this last year. In 174 he was
appointed chief justice of the supreme
court, in 1785 lieutenant governor,' in
1785 governor, which office he held till
his death in 1796."

The governor and his wife, havingno children of their own, adopted a
niece and nephew, children of the Rev.
Joseph Huntington of Coventry. Conn.
This adopted son. also named Samuel
Huntingtnnv was governor of Ohio from
1808 to 1S10. -

On Elm avenue the house now occu-
pied by Mr. W. S. A His was owned
about the year 1764 by Azariah La-

throp. The house may have been built
at this time, or it may have been alter-
ed and enlarged from an older house
built bv William Morgan between 1745
and 1752. cNo. 120). ,

The early courts had met Jn private
houses, or in the meeting house, but
in : 1735 Norwich was made a half-shi- re

town, and a court hodse. whip-
ping post and pillory were built. Cap-
tain Joseph Tracy was given oharge of
the key of the court house, and the
town's stock of'ammunition was stored
in a room in the attic, a fine of f.s. toe-

ing imposed on any nan "who shall
smoke it in the time of sessions of anytown meeting."

This building became so dilapidatedthat in 1762 a new one was built on
the southeast corner of the plain, in
front of the first one.

In this second court house was read
the Boston circular of 1767, and a com-
mittee was appointed to draw up a
report for another meeting. This re-

port consisted of an agreement not to
import or use articles of foreign pro-
duction. One clause read: "And it is
strongly recommended to the worthyladies of this town that for the future
they- - would omit ten -- drinking in the
afternoon; and to commission officers
to be moderate and frugal in their ac-

knowledgments to their companies, for
making choice of them as officers,
which at this distressing time wiJl be
more honorable thiin the usual lavish
and extravagant eiitertainnvenls here-tofor- e

given." The report closes with
the determination to reiffain "loyal
subjects to our Sovereign Lord the
King, holding firm and inviolable our
attachment to and dependence on our
mother country."

During all the years of the Revolu-
tion numerous and enthusiastic meet- -
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